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CLAIMS 

1. An apparatus, comprising: 

a search scheduler for scheduling a search and for generating a frequency switch 
blocking signal; and 

a frequency controller for generating frequency switch commands, receiving the 
frequency switch blocking signal, and suppressing the generation of frequency switch 
commands when the frequency switch blocking signal is asserted. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a gap manager for indicating when 
a frequency switch is to occur, and wherein the search scheduler schedules the search 
during a period of time without a frequency switch as indicated by the gap manager. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the search scheduler comprises a timer, the 
expiration of which indicates a search is to be scheduled. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the search scheduler schedules a search 
without asserting the frequency switch blocking signal prior to the timer expiration. 

5. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the timer resets upon the completion of a 
scheduled search. 

6. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the search scheduler schedules a search and 
asserts the frequency switch blocking signal subsequent to the timer expiration. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the search scheduler asserts the frequency 
switch blocking signal during the scheduled search. 

8. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the search scheduler schedules a plurality of 
search types. 

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the search scheduler schedules one or more of 
the plurality of search types in response to the frequency switch indicator received from 
the gap manager. 
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10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the search scheduler comprises a plurality of 
timers corresponding to one or more of the plurality of search types, the expiration of 
each timer indicating a search of the respective search type is to be scheduled. 

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the search scheduler schedules a search 
corresponding to one of the plurality of search types and asserts the frequency switch 
blocking signal subsequent to the respective timer expiration. 

12. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the plurality of search types comprises one or 
more of a list search, a W-CDMA step one search, or a W-CDMA step two search. 

13. A first Integrated Circuit (IC), responsive to a frequency switch signal generated 
in a second IC, the second IC comprising: 

a search scheduler for scheduling a search and for generating a frequency switch 
blocking signal; and 

a frequency controller for generating a frequency switch signal comprising 
frequency switch commands, receiving the frequency switch blocking 
signal, and suppressing the generation of frequency switch commands 
when the frequency switch blocking signal is asserted, 

the first IC comprising: 

a frequency synthesizer to receive the frequency switch signal from the second 
IC and to generate an output signal, the frequency of the output signal changing from a 
first frequency to a second frequency in response to the frequency switch signal. 

14. A wireless communication device, comprising: 
a processor for 

scheduling a search; 

generating a frequency switch blocking signal; 
generating frequency switch commands; and 

suppressing the generation of frequency switch commands when the 
frequency switch blocking signal is asserted. 

15. The wireless communication device of claim 14, further comprising a frequency 
synthesizer to receive the frequency switch commands and to generate an output signal, 
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the frequency of the output signal changing from a first frequency to a second frequency 
in response to the frequency switch commands. 

16. The wireless communication device of claim 14, further comprising a searcher 
for searching in accordance with the scheduled search and for indicating to the search 
scheduler when the scheduled search is complete. 

17. A method of searching in the presence of frequency gaps, comprising: 
scheduling a search; and 

suppressing frequency switches during the scheduled search. 

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising: 
determining future frequency switches; and 

wherein the search is scheduled during a time period in which no future 
frequency switches are determined. 

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising: 
timing the duration between searches; and 

scheduling searches without suppressing frequency switches prior to the timed 
duration reaching a pre-determined maximum. 

20. An apparatus, comprising: 
means for scheduling a search; and 

means for suppressing frequency switches during the scheduled search. 

21. Processor readable media operable to perform the following steps: 
scheduling a search; and 

suppressing frequency switches during the scheduled search. 
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